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Chase 


Author's Notes: 

This story takes place around 199b during the Land of the Free tour. Technically Kiske was already out of 
Helloween at this point but it\'s the only way | can choose him from the list of people. Anyway, it was 
supposed to be for the Wilderness challenge on the forum last January but it stalled midway through. 
Thankfully Rockfic Asheville reawakened it. As always, thanks goes to my ever patient beta Andy ;) 


He knew he was near, so near he could practically taste the other man's sweat. 
His breath hitched in anticipation, heart pounding hot blood through his veins. 


A smile crossed his lips, knowing full well that his prize was within his grasp. 


EEKE EE EE KK 


Silence. 

It was too quiet for Kai. 

No birds chirping, no critters crawling under foot. Something had scared them away, but what? 

He brushed away the sweat dripping from his brow with the sleeve of his shirt and surveyed the forest 
around him. How he ended up in the middle of a dense forest, he couldn't say. He was pretty sure he'd 


navigated the path correctly but the trees told him otherwise. 


Silently cursing himself, he studied the path and continued through the trees. 


EEEE EEE EE 

He inhaled deeply of the smell of the forest around him. It would tell him where his target had gone. He didn't 
need compasses or maps; the forest would point him in the correct direction It always did. 

He closed his eyes and waited for a sign 


The crinkle of leaves filled the air, and he was off. 


KERE EE ER EK 


Kai dropped down on a fallen log to catch his breath. He wasn't sure why he felt he had to hasten his pace, 
but something deep inside warned of a danger. He racked his brain for what it could be, but couldn't think of 
anything. 


Sighing, he reached inside his pack for a bottle of water. Coolness covered his body while he gulped several 


mouthfuls down. 


Where was he? Would he ever get out of here? These questions ran through his head as he scanned the dual 
path in front of him. Leg muscles voiced their protest when he got up from the log. 


He needed to keep moving, that he was sure of. 


EEKE EE EE KK 


Head tossed from side to side, looking, searching for his intended. He would find it that was for sure, it was 
just a question of time. 


A sudden sound caught his attention, whipped his head up in that direction 
Only a small bird chirping. 


He had no time for such things. Only his prey mattered. 


EERE KK EE EK 


Looking behind him, Kai turned his head to the direction of the high trees. Water trickled down the moss 
covered limbs, and a single bird perched on one of the lower branches. It eyed him solemnly and then went 
back to its shrill chirping. 

Kai shrugged and stretched his arms, kneading the tense shoulder muscles with his fingers. He hoped he would 
get out of here before nightfall, because who knew what he would encounter then. At the moment he'd only 


seen a few birds, but instinct told him to be careful. 


Forcing himself to stand, he soldiered on through the brush. 


KERE EE ER EK 


Eyes followed the movement through the trees, silently waiting for a chance to pounce. 


He had to choose his moment carefully. The last thing he wanted to do was to alert the prey before the 
attack. 


He licked his sweat drenched lips, and waited. 


EERE EE EE KK 


Kai trudged through the cavernous forest and groaned at the pain that shot up his legs. He would need to rest 
soon, but his body forced him to press on. 


Mosquitos buzzed around his ears while he tried in vain to brush them away. 


Kai's head whipped around, a sudden noise shaking him out of his thoughts. The forest had been, up until this 
point, eerily quiet despite the wealth of trees and flowers. Something was out there, he mused. 


He dug into jeans pocket and pulled out a hair tie. Gathering his damp hair, he brought it back into a ponytail. 


He breathed deeply of the moist air, and pressed on through the thin branches. 


EEEE EEE EE 

Pools of sweat gathered on the ground beside the silent form. Eyes glued to the panting body six feet in front 
of him. 

A tongue brushed over his lips, taking in the moisture of the forest air. 


The closeness of the target made him ache with hunger. Just a matter of time until he captured the one who 


made his blood boil. 


He closed his eyes and slid his hand down to his crotch. The hardness greeted his hand with enthusiasm. A few 
quick strokes and then away. 


Patience, he told himself, patience. 


LETE EEEE EE 

Kai slumped against a large tree, every part of his body aching with exhaustion. He fished out his bottle and 
drank the last drops of water. 

His face contorted and he willed the tears of frustration not to fall. No matter which way he turned, he 
always ended up in this same spot, like a hamster continually rotating in a never ending wheel. It wouldn't be so 
bad if he ended up in a different spot each time because maybe.just maybe he would be making process in 
getting out of this perpetual hell. 

Hands reached up to cover his face, hiding the streaks of emotion that rolled down. His body shook and slid 


down the tree onto the ground while the pain crashed through him. 


PERE KEE E EK 


He stilled his movement at the sight of his prey leaning against a tree crying. This was the last thing he 


expected out of someone so driven and strong. 
He lowered himself to the ground and waited for it to pass. 


To attack now wouldn't be right. 


EOI 

Kai let his head lean back against the wet bark of the tree. He searched through his backpack for his 
cigarettes. His hand found the pack and pulled one out. The flick of his lighter brushed the cigarette end. 
It wouldn't light. The moisture of the air dampened the cigarette too much. 


He muttered "fuck" and tossed the cigarette to the ground. Just one more thing to add to the already 


frustrating experience. 
He made up his mind that he would never go into a forest again. Being isolated from everything and anyone..it 
was all too much. He knew that without water, he only had three days, even with the damp air that 


surrounded him. Not too mention that he couldn't remember when the last time he ate. He hadn't thought to 
pack food in his backpack. 


Why the hell did he have to suggest that they all leave the bus in search for a good location to take band 
photos for the album? Nature and trees, the perfect exterior shot. But no, he pushed them into wandering 


around God knows what in the middle of nowhere. 


Kai's hand reached up to smack the side of his head. idiot 


KERE EE EK 


A silent grin formed on his lips. Eyes took in his intended's actions, and he anticipated just the right moment to 
make his move. 


Soon..soon he would have the one he sought. 


He shifted weight from one foot to another and pulled back out of the brush. 


EEEE EK EE KK 


Gripping the side of the tree, Kai hauled himself up from the ground. A look of determination shone in his eyes. 
A hand brushed off the wet leaves from his backside and stood straight up to stare into the trees. 


He would get out of here if it was the last thing he ever did. 


EEKE KEE EK 


He reeled back away from the trees. Brown eyes flicked briefly in his direction. 


He couldn't be sure if they had seen his presence or not. Either way, he didnt want to alert it before he had 


time to capture it. 


His eyes tracked the prey as it went through the trees just to the left of him. He held his breath and hoped 
that he wouldn't be discovered. 


EEKE EK EE KK 


Kai pushed the branches aside while he moved through the trees. He stopped suddenly, fear gripping his body, 
and looked into the dark woods. 


Nothing. Just the trees swaying in the light breeze. 


He shrugged his shoulders and continued up the trail. 


KERE EK ER EK 


He let out the long breath trapped in his chest. That was close..too close. 
Stretching his stiff limbs, he silently watched the man glide through the trees before setting off. 


A wicked smile played on his lips when he broke into a run 


EEEE EK EE KK 


A loud rustling of branches stopped Kai dead in his tracks. His eyes searched wildly in the trees, determined to 
find the disturbance. 


It was getting closer, that Kai could tell. And faster. 

He turned around and looked on the ground for something to defend himself with. He half contemplated on 
running away but an animal that large and fast would catch him in a matter of seconds. Kai dived for a 
crooked branch just as the thing approached the edge of the trees. 

He scrambled up to his feet and swung the stick back-- 

"Kail Where the hell have you been?" 

He dropped the branch and raced for the man Their bodies crashed into other and arms wrapped around. 
"Are you ok?" 

Kai didn't answer and shivered in the warm arms of his lover. Michi stroked Kai's wet hair and muttered soft 
words into his ear. Slowly, Kai's body relaxed and his heart beat kept time with the body underneath. He lifted 
his head off Michits shoulder, and smiled up at the blond singer. 

Michi smiled back. "Feeling better?" 

"Yeah." 

Kai leaned up and kissed Michi on the lips, lightly at first, but then moved on to a frantic pace. Tongues and 
lips jockeyed for dominance, though in the end Michi let Kai lead the way. Kai grinned around the kiss and Michi 
rolled his already closed eyes in mock annoyance. 

When they finally broke apart, they were gasping for air. Kai continued to grin and leer at Michi. 

Michi snorted and laughed. "I see that you've returned to your devious self, so let's get back to the bus." 

Kai stared at him dumbfounded before answering. "You..you know where the bus is?" 

Michi raised an eyebrow at Kai, who had begun to turn pale. "Yeah, of course. It's just over there." 

Kai's eyes followed to where Michi pointed. There off to the right, peeking out between the trees, was the back 
end of the Gamma Ray tour bus. His jaw dropped in shock. How could it have been this close without him 


noticing it? 


Michi eyed Kai with concern "Are you sure you're ok?" 


"Yeah I'm fine. Its just.well, I've been searching for a way out of here for the past several hours." 

It was now Michi's turned to look stunned. "A couple of hours? You've only been gone for twenty minutes." 
"|.what?" 

"You've been gone for twenty minutes. | got worried after ten minutes so | went looking for you." 

Kai opened his mouth up to say something but nothing came out. Michi wrapped his arm around Kai's shoulder 
and nudged him towards the path leading to the bus. "Come on, we need to get back Weill fiqure this out when 


we get on the road, ok?" 


He nodded, and reluctantly walked with Michi to the bus. 


EERE OE KE EK 


The prey had escaped his grasp once more. 
He'd been so close and yet.not close enough. 


Dirk slinked back into the trees with a sigh, disappoinment etched across his face. 


